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—. T° Surviving are her husband, Alfred 
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The Sordelets Mr. and Mrs. Al- 

fred Sordelet, Fort Wayr | will cel- ; — 
7 ebrate their 60th weddi' anniver- — 
= sary on Saturday. Alfre.. nd Hilda ¢ 
: J Sordelet were married ifarch 10, — 
7 1923. They are the parents of Eu- , 
@ gene Sordelet of Seffner, Fla; Roy 
; Sordelet, Russell Sordelet, Richard 
. Sordelet and Larry Sordelet, all of | 
s Fort Wayne, and the late Harold © 
: Sordelet. They have 26 grandchil- — 


dren and 14 great-grandchildren. | 
-Sordelet retired from Pontiac | 
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a.m. in Sacred Heart Catholic Church for — 

Edward J. Sordelet, 65, of 1001 Milton 
St., who died Friday night at his home. — 

Mr. Sordelet, who retired from Gener- 
al Electric Co. in 1968, was a lifelong res- ~ 
ident of Allen County and was a former — 
deputy of the Allen County Sheriff’s Re- 
serve and a former member of the Gen-_ 

eral Electric Volunteer Fired .. 
Department. He was a member of Sa-— , met 7 
ered Heart Church and the G.Ey Quarter SDUTILES > 
~ Century Club. gs 

Surviving are his wife, Carmen M;; a: 
son, Wayne, Chicago, four «brothers, - 
Louis and Norbert, Fort Wayne, Fran- 
cis, Zanesville, O., and Leonard, Lake 
James, and two sisters, Mrs. Blanche 
Bower, Lake James, and Mrs. Clara_ 

Lash, Big Long Lake. Wels an 
Calling is 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. tod". 
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forth ey Indiana Genea- 
Vo 


iety will meet April 23 at 
teer Fire Department in Ida- 


| . 
aisration-begins at 9:30 a.m. 
in| Speakers include Ray Bake- 
 \ter writing; Orville Bergess, 


} 


fi tiuse records;- Barbara Wolfe, 


Najanal Archives, and Joy Kay, 


|i 
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lle ing a pot luck lunch, Dorothy 
n|Genealogy Department _Li- 





ships can be obtained from 
r, 609 South Maple St., 


QUERIES 

Q-62. Would like to contact Mr. and 
Mrs. Dwight KIMBLE in regard to 
lots in the Parker Cemetery, St. Joe 
Twp., Allen Co., Ind. — Dessie M. 
Carboni, 7951 St. Joe Rd., Fort 
Wayne, 46815. ‘ 

Q-63. Would like to contact. anyone 
doing research on the HYRE (HYER, 
HIRE) family of Whitley Co., Inc. Am 
Particularly interested in Wesley 
HYRE and wife, Susan (Susanna) 
Van SCOYCK, and their son, Leonard 


_HYRE and his wife, Ellen BRUM- 


BAUGH. — Mrs. Sandra Kinter, 8227 
Idaho Drive, Fort Wayne, 46815. . 
- Q-64. Woudld- like Information on 
Henry TONKEL, 1826-1906, and wife, 








MALINDA NEWHARD © 


‘were born in Alsace, France. Would 
like to know when they came to this 
country and were they where they 
first settled. They may have settled in 
Van Wert Co., O., and later came to 
Cedar Creek Twp., Allen. Co., Ind. 
Their children: Louis, Joseph b. 1856, - 
Mary, Josephine George and Frank. 
— Mrs. Harriet Hunt, R.R. |, Ree 


. \ % 


- RULES: Must live in or have ancestry in + 
the Tri-state area (Northern Indiana, Ohio. 
and Southern Michigan). Two queries per 
letter, one per sheet of paper, 40 words or 
less. Type or print, list all surnames in all 
capital letter, women please indicate Miss 
or Mrs. Mail queries in care of The News-, 


Py REEMA a es 3, Frances _ COTETT, es 1829-1907. They. _ Sent inel. 
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PVT. JOHN TROUTNER 


This is the eighth in an At the Summit series about 

Fort People — the soldiers and civilians who popu- 
lated Fort Wayne in the early 19th Century, and the 
modern day people who portray them. 
__ Profiles of the characters, drawn up by the Histor- 
ic Fort Wayne staff after extensive research, lend 
some information about their activities. The rest is 
supplied by the enthusiasm and imagination the his- 
toric interpreters put into their roles. 

(The Old Fort is closed now, but many of the 
‘characters described in this series will return when 
the Fort reopens in the Spring.) 
*—Virginia Van Vynckt 


_ Pvt. John Troutner, a brown-eyed, 
the First Regiment of Infantry at Fort Wayne on 
Jan. 14, 1815. He was 18 years old 

Troutner (portrayed by Matthew: ‘Nosmeier) 
was present during the reconstruction of the 


Fort in 1815 to 1816, when he performed extra 
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duty sawing planks. On Oct. 1, 1815, his com- 
pany was incorporated into the Third:Jnfantry. 


In the Spring of 1817, Troutner’s: company 


was transferred to Fort Mackinac. He was dis- 
charged on Jan. 17, 1820, and did not -re-enlist. 
Troutner apparently returned to Fort“Wayne 
to farm — his descendants still live in town. 
The youthful soldier “was an honest per- 
son,’”” says Vosmeier, a ninth grader at. Lakeside 
Junior High School. Troutner may have joined 


up because “he was a farmer, and there wasn’t ~ 


a 


any farmland in Pennsylvania. This:(the Army) 


gave him a way to see the country. 

“He was probably curious, too. His father 
was in the militia in the Revolution, 

Vosmeier says he hopes to become: a histori- 

n: “I’ve been very interested in local history 
oe, history in general for a very léng time.” 
This summer he worked daily at the-Fort, and 
will return next year as a paid staff member. 

The job “has made me a lot még- -Aware (of 
history),’” Vosmeier says. ‘And it’s:helped me 


speak to people a lot easier.’ 
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Matthew Vosmeier is even younger than his character, John Troutner. 
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